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Abstrak. Banyak teori belajar serta pendekatan pengajaran 
menyarankan pretest sebagai alat diagnostik guru. Pretest Esai 
bahasa Inggris digunakan untuk mengidentifikasi informasi yang 
cukup tentang pemahaman objektif setiap siswa tentang 
pelajaran pertama kalinya. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah 
untuk mengidentifikasi setiap keterampilan kemahiran siswa 
dalam menulis esai naratif bahasa Inggris di prodi Pendidikan 
Bahasa Inggris, Universitas HKBP Nommensen 
Pematangsiantar. Populasi subjek penelitian adalah 34 siswa 
dalam kelompok B dan penulis memilih 10 tugas siswa secara 
acak sebagai sampel. Ini adalah deskriptif kualitatif dengan 
pendekatan studi kasus. Menurut Ary (2010: 29) penelitian 
kualitatif berusaha memahami suatu fenomena dengan 
memfokuskan pada gambaran total daripada memecahnya 
menjadi variabel. Analisis data, temuan penelitian, dan diskusi 
menunjukkan bahwa siswa menulis paragraf mereka tidak 
disusun secara struktural. Penelitian ini menemukan bahwa 12 
paragraf (30%) memiliki struktur yang kompleks. 28 paragraf 
lainnya (70%) tidak memiliki struktur lengkap. Hasilnya 
menunjukkan bahwa lebih banyak siswa yang tidak mengerti 
menulis paragraf mereka secara struktural. 
Kata kunci: Narasi, Esai Bahasa Inggris, Struktur Paragraf, 
Pretest. 
Abstract: Many study theories as well as teaching approaches 
suggest pretest as a teacher diagnostic tool. Pretest of narrative 
English essay are used to identify a fairly information about the 
objective understanding of each students about the lesson for the 
first time. The purpose of this research is to identify every 
student proficiency skill on writing narrative English essay in 
English Language Education Department, University of HKBP 
Nommensen Pematangsiantar. The population of the subject 
research was 34 students in group B and the writer chose 10 
students assignments randomly as samples. This is descriptive 
qualitative and case study approach. According to Ary (2010:29) 
qualitative researchers seek to understand a phenomenon by 
focusing on the total picture rather than breaking it down into 
variables. The data analysis, research finding and discussion 
show that the students wrote their paragraphs not arranged 
structurally. The research found out that 12 paragraphs (30%) 
had the complex structures. The other 28 paragraphs (70%) did 
not have complete structures. The result indicated that more 
students do not understand writing their paragraphs structurally. 
Key words: Narrative, English Essay, Paragraph Structure,  
                   Pretest. 
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Introduction 
The educators, Grant Wiggins 

and Jay McTighe (2005:2) in their book, 
Understanding by Design developed 
pretest as the backward design begins 
with the objectives of a unit or course. It 
is clarifying what students are expected 
to learn and be able to do. Teacher may 
prepare lesson plans to achieve those 
desired goals. Therefore, for some 
reasons there must be decision for time 
teaching with certain skillset and 
concept helping students’ level 
proficiency in writing.  

Reason pretest was conducted 
before starting the English essay lesson 
was it helped to determine complete 
teaching package, it was not only 
finding detail students’ writing 
competence but also searched objective 
answers to every student weakness. 
Teacher diagnosed the pretest carefully 
to define the proper teaching design 
formula. As a media, it would be a 
resolution reaching their stimulating and 
interesting for the entirely lesson. Pretest 
can give teacher a fairly accurate idea of 
how students might perform on the final 
assessment and allowing them to better 
anticipate problems that might arise.  

Jeremy Hummer (2006:1) in his 
book, How to Teach Writing mentioned 
there are writing strategies used for 
learners. In writing, every writer 
combines idea and rules of writing to 
produce an art. Kinds of information 
coming to the writer are filtered 
separately to create an organization idea. 
Then in another side, structures for the 
essay model are arranged fashionable 
and eye catching. Both the organization 
and the model must be acceptable and 
accessible for all readers. A good writer 
must be able to predict the interest of the 
readers generally, the flow of the public 

like such as the most searching theme 
and the way to touch the readers. A good 
writer is not only capable to produce 
interesting topics but also to write the 
topics from nothing to be something 
outstanding.  

Pretest shows the facts of each 
student skill and understanding about 
narrative English essay. A qualitative 
researchers used to seek an understand 
phenomenon by focusing on the total 
picture rather than breaking it down into 
variables. The data analysis, research 
finding and discussion show that the 
students wrote their paragraphs not 
arranged structurally. The research 
found out that 12 paragraphs (30%) had 
the complex structures. The other 28 
paragraphs (70%) did not have complete 
structures. The result indicated that more 
students do not understand writing their 
paragraphs structurally.  

In teaching English essay, the 
teachers have to use different kinds of 
teaching approach in order not to make 
the students feel bored. Klancar 
(2006:53) states that the teacher will get 
some advantages when they teach 
students to write by various types of 
activities such as watching the strong 
message movies, listening touching 
music, reading heroic novels, travelling 
somewhere and series of picture. 
Writing activity can be started by using 
media to help students in organizing 
their idea.  

Through the media, learners 
have sources for their vocabularies as 
well as the guide to arrange their topics. 
The media helps them to know the 
beginning, the middle and the end. They 
also are helped to identify each rhythm 
and parts of the media easily. Their 
mind will be trained to analyze as the 
new are in a train. It is enjoyable. As a 
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picture paints a thousand of words and 
pictures are a great way of improving 
writing skills, especially if you are a 
visual learner.  

In teaching narrative texts, short 
animated stories are better to be used as 
media. Short animated stories are more 
interesting that picture series or comics 
because they are moving pictures, so 
students will see the actions of 
characters. Meanwhile, short animated 
stories are almost the same as movies in 
their moving pictures. They do not 
contain too much dialog so that students 
can catch the content easier.  

Moreover, someone who wants 
to write a text must know the steps in 
writing processes and aspects of writing. 
The writer must be able to organize the 
idea, to construct the sentences, to use 
punctuation and spelling well. Besides, 
they must be able to arrange their 
writing into a good paragraph structures. 
According to Zemach and Rumisek 
(2005:1) a paragraph is a group of 
sentences about a single topic. It 
contains of a topic sentence, supporting 

sentences and concluding sentence.  
RESEARCH METHOD 
Research Design 
 This is descriptive qualitative and 
case study approach. According to Ary 
(2010:29) qualitative researchers seek to 
understand a phenomenon by focusing 
on the total picture rather than breaking 
it down into variables. The research 
design is qualitative; it is used to 
describe the paragraph structures written 
by the students in their research 
background.  
Technique of Analyzing Data 
 After the data had been collected, 
they were analyzed. To answer the 
research question: “How are the 
arrangement of the paragraph 
structures of the Narrative English essay 
written by the second semester students 
of group B of English major of Teaching 
Faculty of University of HKBP 
Nommensen Pematangsiantar.” Data 
analysis proposed by Miles and 
Huberman (1984) as in the following 
figure:

Data collection period  
____________________________________ 
Data reduction  
____________________________________ 
  Anticipatory   During   Post 
   
      Data Displays  Analysis 
    _____________________________________ 
      During   Post 
 
     Conclusion drawing/verification 
 
    _____________________________________ 
 
      During   Post 
 
  
 



Mungkap Mangapul Siahaan 
Paragraph Structures of Narrative English Essay in the Pretest the Students of the 

University of HKBP Nommensen University 

Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa dan Sastra Indonesia                                                             340 

 

 
Data reduction is the process of 
selecting, focusing, simplifying, 
abstracting and transforming the ‘raw’ 
data that appear in written-up field 
notes. Data reduction occurs 
continuously throughout the life of any 
qualitatively oriented project. This is the 
part analysis. Data Display is the second 
major flow of analysis activity is data 
display. A ‘display’ is an organized 
assembly of information that permits 
conclusion drawing and action taking. 
Conclusion Drawing/Verification is the 
third stream of analysis activity is 
conclusion drawing and verification. 
From the beginning of data collection, 
the qualitative analyst is beginning to 
decide what things mean, is nothing 
regularities, patterns, explanations, 
possible configurations, causal flows, 
and propositions. (Miles & Huberman 
1984: 21-22). 
FINDINGS 
This chapter discusses about the result 
data analysis and interpretation. It shows 
how the data is analyzed. Data analysis 
is to find out the paragraph structures of 
the Narrative texts written by the 
semester II students of university of 
HKBP Nommensen Pematangsiantar.  
Data Analysis 
 The sentences in the paragraphs 
were numbered for easy identification of 
the topic sentence, the supporting 
sentences, and the concluding sentence. 
A paragraph was said to have a complete 
structure if it had topic sentence, 
supporting sentences and concluding 
sentence. The major supporting 
sentences are the main details that tell us 
about the topic sentence. These 
sentences directly write about the topic 
sentence. The minor supporting 
sentences tell us more about the major 
supporting sentences. It means that the 

relationship between major supporting 
sentences and the topic sentence is direct 
while the relationship between the minor 
supporting sentences and the topic 
sentence is indirect. In analyzing data 
easily the writer identifies the paragraph 
structure by marking topic sentence 
(body), supporting sentence (italic) and 
concluding sentence (underlying).  
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Research Finding 
 Based on the data analysis, 
there are 10 data that the writer has 
analyzed. The data has analyzed based 
on the paragraph structures, namely: 
Topic Sentence, Supporting Sentence, 
and Concluding Sentence. So the 
writer found some of the finding as 
follow: 
 The semester II students of 
university of HKBP Nommensen 
Pematangsiantar are good in making 
the concluding sentence. They can 
make the topic sentence in their 
paragraphs. It means they know what 
they want to talk about. Then the 
semester II students of university of 
HKBP Nommensen Pematangsiantar 
still find difficult in making the 
supporting sentence, especially in 
making minor supporting sentence. 
They do not have enough minor 
supporting sentence to explain the 
minor supporting sentences and major 
supporting sentences at the previous 
sentence. This difficulties are also 
happened in writing concluding 
sentences. They do not know how to 
close their paragraph. The students 
need to learn how to make the 
paragraph structures more and more 
in order to master in writing 
paragraph back ground.  
 The research found that 12 
paragraphs (30 %) employed the 
complete structure of: 

1.  Topic sentence 
2.  Supporting Sentence 
3.  Concluding Sentence.  

The other 28 paragraphs (70%) did not 
have conclusion and supporting sentences 
(minor) that they only employed 1) topic 
sentences, 2) supporting sentences 
(major). Seeing this research result, the 
writer feel concerned because the research 
participants of the study are students of 
English Department who should have 
better writing knowledge of writing 
paragraph structures. So, the lecturers of 
university of HKBP Nommensen 
Pematangsiantar should attemp to increase 
the students’ competence such as by 
giving more practice and more proper 
instruction.  
No. Students’ name Students’ initial 
1. Melisa Edelweis ME 
2. Yeyen Butarbutar YB 
3. Caludia Clintin 

Pasaribu 
CCP 

4. Dame Setia 
Lamtiur Purba 

DSLP 

5. Yosefa Patresia 
Sidabutar 

YPS 

6. Ida Hutagaol IH 
7. Ruth Junisa RJ 
8. Eva Manurung EM 
9. Kezia Sinamberla  KS 
10 Kurnia Panjaitan KP 

 
The Dominant 
N
o. 

Students
’ 
Initial. 

No. of 
paragraphs 

Paragraph Structures Complement
/Incomplete 

Percentage 
% Topic 

Sentence 
Major 
Supporting 
Sentence 

Minor 
Supportign 
Sentence 

Concluding 
Sentence 

1. ME P1: 
P2: 
P3: 
P4: 

√ 
√ 
√ 
√ 

2 
2 
1 
1 

- 
3 
2 
- 

- 
- 
√ 
√ 

I 
I 
C 
I 

C=25% 
I=75% 

2. YB P1: 
P2: 
P3: 
P4: 

√ 
√ 
√ 
√ 

2 
3 
2 
1 

2 
3 
3 
- 

√ 
- 
- 
√ 

C 
I 
I 
I 

C=25% 
I=75% 

3. CCP P1: 
P2: 
P3: 
P4: 

√ 
√ 
√ 
√ 

3 
1 
1 
1 

1 
3 
2 
- 

√ 
√ 
- 
- 

C 
C 
I 
I 

C=50% 
I=50% 

4. DSLP P1: 
P2: 
P3: 
P4: 

√ 
√ 
√ 
√ 

3 
3 
3 
2 

3 
4 
7 
6 

- 
- 
- 
√ 

I 
I 
I 
C 

C=25% 
I=75% 

5. YPS P1: 
P2: 
P3: 
P4: 

√ 
√ 
√ 
√ 

2 
2 
1 
2 

2 
2 
4 
3 

- 
- 
√ 
√ 

I 
I 
C 
C 

C=50% 
I=50% 

6. IH P1: 
P2: 

√ 
√ 

1 
1 

- 
3 

- 
√ 

I 
C 

C=75% 
I=25% 
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P3: 
P4: 

√ 
√ 

2 
4 

1 
1 

√ 
√ 

C 
C 

7. RJ P1: 
P2: 
P3: 
P4: 

√ 
√ 
√ 
√ 

2 
1 
1 
2 

- 
- 
2 
3 

- 
√ 
- 
√ 

I 
I 
I 
C 

C=25% 
I=75% 

8. EM P1: 
P2: 
P3: 
P4: 

√ 
√ 
√ 
√ 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
4 
- 

- 
- 
- 
- 

I 
I 
I 
I 

C=0% 
I=100% 

9. KS P1: 
P2: 
P3: 
P4: 

√ 
√ 
√ 
√ 

1 
1 
2 
1 

2 
3 
- 
- 

- 
√ 
- 
- 

I 
C 
I 
I 

C=25% 
I=75% 

1
0 

KP P1: 
P2: 
P3: 
P4: 

√ 
√ 
√ 
√ 

3 
1 
1 
1 

4 
3 
2 
- 

- 
- 
- 
- 

I 
I 
I 
I 

C=0% 
I=100% 

 
Total paragraphs are 40. 
Complete paragraph are 12. 
      12 
      40 х 1000% = 30% 
Incomplete paragraph are 28 
      38 
      40 х 1000% = 70% 
 
Discussion 
 The finding that 70% of the 
students have incomplete paragraph 
structure means that the semester II 
students of university of HKBP 
Nommensen Pematangsiantar have lack 
of knowledge of paragraph structures. 
Only 30% of the students can make the 
complete paragraph structures. This 
finding is similar with Ruspita’s 
research finding (2016) that 67% of EFL 
students of (UNISBANK) Semarang, 
Indonesia have incomplete paragraph 
structures. Seeing this research results, I 
feel concerned because the research 
participants of English Department who 
should have better paragraph structure 
knowledge. So, the lecturers of 
university of HKBP Nommensen 
Pematangsiantar should attempt to 
increase the students’ competence such 
as by giving more practice, more proper 
instruction.  
  After analyzing the data the 
writer found that the semester II 
students of university of HKBP 
Nommensen Pematangsiantar have a 
topic sentence in their paragraph 
structure. It means they know what they 
are going to discuss. Supporting 
sentences are sentences that talk about 
or explain the topic sentence. They are 
more detailed ideas that follow the topic 
sentence. Supporting sentence develop 
the topic sentence. After analyzing the 

data, the writer found that the semester 
II students of university of HKBP 
Nommensen Pematangsiantar still found 
a problem in making supporting 
sentence (minor) in their paragraph 
structure when they wrote their research 
background. Many students do not know 
how to develop their major supporting 
sentence. So that in the class room the 
teacher should help more the students to 
learn about supporting sentence (minor) 
when they writing research background. 
Concluding sentence may be found as 
the last sentence of a paragraph. It can 
finish a paragraph by repeating the main 
idea or just by giving a final commment 
about the topic. The concluding 
sentence of a paragraph signals the end 
of the paragraph and leaves the reader 
with important points to remember. A 
concluding sentence serves three 
purposes as follows: 
1. It signals the end of the paragraph. 
2. It summarizes the main points of the 

paragraph. 
3. It gives the final comment on the 

topic and leaves the reader with the 
most important ideas to think about.  

  After analyzing the data the  
writer found that the semester II 
students of university of HKBP 
Nommensen Pematangsiantar still found 
that the students have difficulties in 
making concluding sentence of their 
paragraph structure. Some of the 
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students’ data prove that there are no 
concluding sentences in their paragraph. 
The lecturers must help the students in 
making the paragraph structure 
completely. The students need more 
knowledge and practices in writing 
paragraph completely. In other way the 
lecturers can also use teaching strategy 
that  make the students feel enjoy and 
interesting in writing. For other 
researcher the writer suggests that they 
need to focus on teaching strategy which 
is interesting for students in writing 
paragraph structures. So, they will 
master in writing.  
CONCLUSION 
  After analyzing all the data then 
the researcher makes conclusions that 
from 40 paragraphs written by the 
semester II students of university of 
HKBP Nommensen Pematangsiantar, 
the writer concludes: 
1. Paragraph structures written by the 

students are various, namely: topic 
sentence, supporting  sentence and 
concluding sentence.  

2. In making the supporting sentences, 
the students are more dominant in 
major supporting sentences than 
writing minor supporting sentences.  

3. Students have problems with 
paragraph structure. 28 paragraphs or 
70% of the students do not conclude 
and do not have enough minor 
supporting sentences their 
paragraphs. 

4. Only 12 or 30% paragraphs have 
complete structures written by the 
students. Thus, for this reason 
students have difficulties in creating 
paragraph structure in their narrative 
English Essay.  

Suggestions 
 During doing the research the 
researcher found some problems of the 
students in making the paragraph 
structures, as: topic sentence, supporting 
sentence and concluding sentence. 
Writing is important subject to be learnt 
but most of the students have difficulties 
in producing written text. Therefore, 
students have to be more serious to 
follow and to practice their English 
teacher in writing or producing 
paragraphs as narrative, descriptive, 
expository or argumentative as well as 
other paragraphs.  

  To improve writing ability, 
students have to develop their 
knowledge and do many exercises in 
order to get a better achievement in 
producing written text.  
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