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Abstract 
This study attempts to seek what components of reading are affected by 
reading Wattpad and how the students' attitudes towards the use of 
Wattpad for reading. This research used a descriptive qualitative method. 
This research is also supported by the theory of reading attitude proposed 
by McKenna, et.al. The data for this study were collected from two sources, 
namely a close-ended questionnaire to 20 English Literature students of 
Universitas Sumatera Utara and supported by interview with 5 out of 20 
selected respondents. The results of this study indicate two main things, 
namely: (1) Vocabulary is the component of reading that is most affected. 
As many as 40% of respondents chose vocabulary as the most affected 
reading component, 35% of respondents chose comprehension ability, 15% 
of respondents chose reading fluency and 10% of respondents chose 
phonemic awareness. (2) It was found that 10 respondents were judged to 
show a positive attitude towards the use of Wattpad, 6 respondents 
showed a neutral attitude and 4 respondents showed a negative attitude 
towards the use of Wattpad.  
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1. Introduction 
In English, there are four language skills, they are listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing. One of the most important language skills that must be mastered by students is 
reading. Reading is a window to the world. By reading, readers will get a lot of very useful 
information, whether new or what they have read before. According to Alfassi (2004), 
reading is a complex cognitive activity essential for sufficient functioning and for obtaining 
information in modern society. For some people, reading can be challenging if the material is 
unfamiliar, technical, or complex. One of the challenging reading skills is comprehension. 
Reading can help develop the thinking process of the reader and it creates judgment 
thinking. Yamashita (2013) states that accompanied by feelings and emotions, reading 
attitude is a state of mind accompanied by feelings and emotions that makes reading more 
or less probable. In conclusion, reading attitude is an internal aspect that can help the 
learner develop and have live long reading skills. Currently, with the development of 
technology and information, there are a lot of media that can make it easier for readers to 
find the reading material they need. Then there is also the presence of online reading 
applications that allow users to read and/or write stories by the author himself and can be 
read by various people around the world. Wattpad is one of the many online reading 
applications used by the public. The Wattpad application is the result of collaboration 
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between Allen Lau and Ivan Yuen. This app is based in Toronto, Canada. According to 
Tirocchi (2018), the Wattpad application is quite influential in the world community. In fact, 
according to Mawardi (2018), this application also affects the Indonesian publishing industry 
where there are many novels labeled Wattpad. Thus, many successful book writers started 
their careers from Wattpad. This research was conducted on 20 English literature students at 
Universitas Sumatera Utara who are Wattpad users. This research was conducted on English 
Literature students at Universitas Sumatera Utara because research like this had never been 
done before on English Literature students at Universitas Sumatera Utara. 
 
2. Literature Review 
2.1 Reading 

According to Brown (2001), there are four skills that are identified as very important in 
the teaching and learning process; listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Reading is one of 
the important language skills. Eskey and Dubin (1986: 12) states that reading is a receptive 
language process. Alyousef (2006: 64) claims that reading can be seen as an “interactive” 
process between a reader and a text which leads to automaticity or (reading fluency). 
 
2.1.1 The Importance of Reading 

There is much importance of reading because reading is one of the positive activities 
that many people love. The first one is reading can reduce anxiety. Then, reading can 
improve brain development. Moreover, by reading a lot, of course, someone's knowledge 
will increase too. Reading can also improve a person's memory. 
 
2.1.2 The Aim of Reading 

In the theory put forward by Tarigan (2008), the aim of reading is 7 (seven), namely; a) 
Reading for details or facts b) Reading for main ideas c) Reading for sequence or organization 
d) Reading for inference e)  Reading to classify f) Reading to evaluate g) Reading to compare 
or contrast 

Abidin gives another opinion about the aims of reading. Abidin (2010: 9) provides 3 
reading aims, namely: a) Reading for knowledge b) Reading to earn c) Reading for 
entertainment 
 
2.1.3 Types of Reading 

Based on the purpose of the readers, reading is categorized into some types. According 
to Brown (2004: 186 – 187) reading is categorized into three types, namely academic 
reading, job-related reading, and personal reading.  
 
2.1.4 Methods of Reading 

Basically, the reading method is divided into 2, namely the intensive reading method 
and the extensive reading method. The Intensive Reading Method is a reading activity that is 
carried out seriously to get some information. Extensive reading is a type of reading activity 
that is carried out carefully with a variety of reading sources, namely novels, magazines, 
newspapers, web pages, or any other reference material. This fluency activity is mainly 
involving understanding. The main ways are: a) Skimming, is a reading technique used when 
we want to find the main idea as a whole from a book. b) Scanning, is a reading technique 
used to get specific information quickly and accurately from a book. 
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2.2 Reading Skill 
According to Perfetti (2001), reading skill is an individual’s standing on some reading 

assessment. Meanwhile, Snow states that reading skill is the process of simultaneously 
extracting and constructing meaning through interaction and involvement with written 
language. The National Reading Panel (2000) states that there are 5 essential components 
needed to make up the process of reading skill. These 5 essential components namely: 
Fluency, Vocabulary, Comprehension, Phonemic Awareness, and Phonics.  
 
2.3 Attitude 

Attitude is our evaluation of a person, an idea, or an object. Attitudes are favorable or 
unfavorable: positive or negative. Also, they have three components: an affective 
component (feelings), a behavioral component (the effect of the attitude on behavior), and a 
cognitive component (belief and knowledge).  
 
2.3.1 Characteristics of Attitude 

Perloff (2003) defines characteristics of attitudes into three, they are: a) Attitudes are 
learned. b) Attitudes are global. c) Attitudes influence thought and action. 
 
2.3.2 Factors Influencing Students’ Attitude 

Azwar (2013) proposes some factors that influence students’ attitudes; a) Personal 
experience. b) Influence others that are considered important. c) Influence of culture. d) The 
mass media. e) Institute of Education and Religious Institutions. f) Emotional Factors. 
 
2.4 Reading Attitude 

According to Mathewson (1994), there are three central elements of reading attitude, 
namely feelings about reading, readiness to engage in the act of reading, and beliefs about 
reading. These three attitudes' central elements that were expressed by Matthewson 
combine three approaches commonly used to define attitudes in the psychological literature 
namely affective, conative, and cognitive. According to McKenna, Kear, & Ellsworth (1990), 
three main factors that influence attitude are: (a) beliefs about results, (b) beliefs about 
other people's expectations with respect to one's motivation to conform to those 
expectations, and (c) the results of specific reading incidents. 
 
2.5 Online Reading 

In the past, before the development of technology, offline reading was very popular 
among the public. In online reading, readers read the information on the World Wide Web in 
various formats, including texts, hyperlinks, animations, pictures, videos, and sounds. In 
online reading, a hypertextual form of reading is provided. The internet provides access 
information in a large amount, so finding relevant information in an effective way requires 
new online reading comprehension skills and strategies. Then, Coiro and Dobler (2007) show 
that there are also some important differences in online and offline reading even though the 
reading process is similar. 
 
2.6 Wattpad 

Wattpad (www.wattpad.com) is one of the online reading media. Wattpad is a website 
and application service based in Toronto, Canada. Wattpad is a collaboration between Allen 
Lau and Ivan Yuen which launched in 2007. Wattpad provides a forum for writers to express 
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100%

Do you think Watpad has affected your reading 
skill?

Yes

No

or promote their work and can be read by people from all over the world. Even though there 
are approximately 50 languages available, 77% of the stories on Wattpad are written in 
English. 

 

3. Research Method 
In this research, the researchers used a descriptive qualitative method. The descriptive 

approach was adopted for collecting data on students’ reading attitudes. In accordance with 
the characteristics of the data required in this study, the data collection techniques used are 
questionnaire and interview. In this study, researchers recorded all answers from 
respondents as they are. Here, researchers gave the questionnaire to 20 students of English 
literature at Universitas Sumatera Utara based on Cresswell’s (2007) opinion about 
grounded theory. Creswell states in a grounded theory study, the researcher chooses 
participants who can contribute to the development of the theory. Creswell (2007) 
recommended that a grounded theory study should include 20 to 30 participants to cover a 
wide range of breadth; a smaller sample could be used with various data collection tools. 
Researchers also conducted the interviews with 5 selected students from the 20 
respondents. The researchers used simple random sampling in selecting 5 students who 
participated in the interview. Creswell (2012: 142) explains that a slight variation of the 
simple random sampling procedure is to use systematic sampling. The function of simple 
random sampling is to choose individuals became sample who will be representative of the 
population. 
 

4. Results and Discussion 
To clarify the presentation of the data display, this section is divided into 2 parts to 

obtain the results of the number one research question, namely 'What are reading 
components affected by reading Wattpad?' and  research question number two, namely 
'How are students' attitudes towards the use of Wattpad in reading?' 
 
4.1 Reading Components Affected by Reading Wattpad 

In this section, respondents were given 5 questions to find out their response to any 
reading components that have affected their reading skills.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 1. Question 1 
 
100 percent of respondents answered ‘Yes’ to the first question in this section which is 

'Do you think Wattpad has affected your reading skill?' This means that all of the 
respondents agree that reading Wattpad has had an effect on their reading skills. They said: 

Because basically, Wattpad is an application for reading, so indirectly 
reading Wattpad often will affect my reading skills (R1) 
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0 5 10 15 20

Comprehension

Fluency

Vocabulary

Phonics

Phonemic awareness

There are f ive components of reading skill, phonemic 

awareness, phonic, vocabulary, f luency and comprehension 

skill. What skill do you think has affected by reading 

Wattpad?

Because by reading Wattpad, I often read so that my reading skills are 
increasing (R5) 

 
From the observations above, it can be concluded that Wattpad has indeed affected the 

reading skills of its readers. Since Wattpad is an application for reading, it is very possible for 
Wattpad to influence the reading skills of its readers. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2. Question 2 
 
This second question aims to get information about what skills according to respondents 

have been affected by reading Wattpad. In this question, respondents may choose more 
than one skill that they think is most affected by reading Wattpad. Based on the 
respondents' answers, it can be seen that phonemic awareness was selected 6 times, 
phonics was selected 4 times, vocabulary was selected 15 times, fluency was selected 10 
times and comprehension skill was selected 16 times. The 3 choices with the most results 
are comprehension, vocabulary, and fluency. They said: 

Because with the variety of stories on Wattpad, of course, I found a lot of 
new vocabulary, as well as reading frequency, will definitely affect my 
fluency in reading. Then, my comprehension ability will also be affected 
because basically the purpose of reading is to understand the contents of 
the reading (R1) 
 
Because there are many new dictions that I found on Wattpad so that it 
adds to my vocabulary (R3) 
 
I chose vocabulary because there are so many new vocabularies like slang 
that I found on Wattpad. Then, fluency because I often read while reciting 
what I read. And then also comprehension, because from reading I feel I 
have to understand the context of the text I read (R4) 
 
My vocabulary increases because the more I read, the more new 
vocabulary I encounter. Also, the more often I read stories on Wattpad, it 
will train my comprehension of the new vocabulary I encounter and 
understanding the context of the text I read (R5) 
 

From the results of further observations, it can be concluded that many students choose 
comprehension skills because according to them in reading, of course, they must have good 
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35%

15%

40%

10%

Among those reading skill, which skill do you 
think the most affected by reading Wattpad?

Comprehension

Fluency

Vocabulary

Phonics

Phonemics
Awareness

comprehension skills to understand the meaning of the stories they read. And indirectly, 
reading Wattpad will really train and ultimately affect their comprehension skills as readers. 
Their vocabulary also increases because of the variety of new dictions they find from the 
stories they read on Wattpad. Then fluency, because not a few people read while reciting 
what they read to hone their pronunciation skills for a word or sentence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 3. Question 3 
 

The graph above shows the answers to the question of which reading skills according to 
respondents are most affected by reading Wattpad. In fact, the most, namely 8 people or 
40% of the respondents stated that vocabulary is the skill most affected by reading Wattpad. 
Then 7 people or 35% of the respondents stated that comprehension skills were the most 
affected by reading Wattpad. Then, 3 people, or 15% of the respondents chose fluency skill 
as the skill most affected by reading Wattpad. Also, 2 people or 10% of the respondents 
stated that phonemic awareness is the skill most affected by reading Wattpad. And none of 
the respondents stated that phonics was the skill most affected by reading Wattpad. Finally, 
it can be concluded that vocabulary is the most affected skill by reading Wattpad. They said: 

Vocabulary, because I think the text in any language is important for us to 
understand the meaning of the words used by the author. So this greatly 
affects my vocabulary skills (R2) 
 
Vocabulary, because before I was able to buy novels, Wattpad became one 
of my mediums for finding new dictions that greatly expanded my 
vocabulary (R3) 

 
From the interview, it can be seen that many of the respondents agree that Wattpad 

has helped a lot to improve their Vocabulary knowledge because of the choice of vocabulary 
or diction used by the author. However, the number of respondents who chose 
comprehension as the most affected skill was only 1 point or 5% different from Vocabulary. 
2 out of 5 respondents interviewed said: 

Comprehension, because I think when reading I am indirectly required to 
first understand what the text means (R1) 
 
Comprehension, because when I read I really feel compelled to understand 
every text I read (R5) 
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85%

15%

When you are reading, do you think that the 
language that used by the authors are easy to 

understand?

Yes

No

95%

5%

When you are reading, do you try to find out 
the meaning of new vocabulary that you don’t 

know before?

Yes

No

From the results of the interviews above, it can be concluded that they agree that 
when reading, it is very important to understand the meaning of the text being read. 
Therefore, they agree that reading Wattpad also affects their comprehension skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4. Question 4 
 

The chart shows respondents' answers to questions about whether the language or 
vocabulary used by the author is easy to understand or not. A total of 17 people or 85% of 
the respondents agreed that the language used by the authors in the stories they read on 
the Wattpad application is easy to understand. In the interview they said: 

Yes, because most of the texts on Wattpad are light stories with light 
vocabulary (R1) 
 
Yes, because many stories I found on Wattpad use simple and light diction 
(R3) 
 
Yes, the language used is mostly quite light (R4) 
 
Yes, because the language written is not complicated, so it is very easy for 
me to find out and understand the plot of each story on Wattpad (R5) 
 

4 out of 5 respondents who were interviewed agree that the language used by the 
authors in the stories they read on Wattpad is easy to understand because basically the 
stories on Wattpad are fairly light stories. Of course, it allows most writers to use everyday 
language that is easy to understand in the writing of the stories they publish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5. Question 5 
 

From the chart above, it can be seen that as many as 19 people, or 95% of the 
respondents find out the meaning of each new vocabulary they find, which they did not 
know before. They said: 
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15%

60%

25%

Reading Wattpad makes me happy

Strongly Agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Yes, because it can help me to understand better the content of the text I 
read (R1) 
Yes, because I think it is very useful to find out the meaning of this new 
vocabulary for my next interest (R2) 
 
Yes, because basically, I am a person who has a high curiosity so it is 
important for me to understand the meaning of every word I read (R3) 
 
Yes, because it is important for me to know the meaning of the text that I 
do not know to understand the context of the text I read (R4) 
 
Yes, because in order to understand a story, I am required to understand 
every new vocabulary I encounter (R5) 

 
It can be concluded that all interviewed respondents agree that it is very important to 

find out the meaning of vocabulary that they did not know before. They do search the 
meaning because by that there is no misunderstanding of the actual meaning of the 
sentence they are reading. 
 
Students’ Attitudes towards the Use of Wattpad in Reading 

In this section, the respondents' answers to the second section of the questionnaire will 
be described. In this section 2, respondents were given 10 questions to find out their 
attitude towards the use of Wattpad in reading. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6. Question 6 
 

The chart above contains opinions from the statement that Wattpad can make the 
readers feel happy while reading. This statement refers to the affective aspect of reading 
attitude. As many as 12 people or 60% of the respondents agreed that Wattpad can make 
them feel happy. As many as 3 people or 15% of the respondents strongly agree that 
Wattpad can make them feel happy. 5 people or 25% of the respondents stated neutral to 
this statement. This means that no one disagrees with this statement. Those who agree said 
that: 

Strongly agree, because, in my opinion as an escape from the daily grind 
which is quite stressful, of course, Wattpad really makes me happy or is 
known as a mood booster (R2) 
 
Strongly agree, because I found a lot of entertaining stories on Wattpad 
(R4) 
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5%

85%

10%

Reading Watpad does not improve my 
reading skills

Strongly Agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Agree because the more I read the more I'm curious about the storyline 
and that makes me happy (R5) 
 

From the results of the statements and interviews, it can be concluded that Wattpad 
can indeed make its readers feel happy. This can be caused by the variety of stories on 
Wattpad that can entertain readers. Wattpad can also help its readers feel happy because 
reading Wattpad can be a good escape from their busy daily life that makes them tired. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 7. Question 7 
 

The chart above provides the results of responses from respondents to the statement 
that Wattpad does not improve the reading skills of its readers. This statement refers to the 
affective aspect of reading attitude. A total of 17 respondents or 85% of respondents 
disagreed that Wattpad did not improve their reading skills as readers. 2 people or 10% of 
respondents stated strongly disagree with the statement. And there is 1 person or 5% of the 
respondents chose neutral with this statement. In interviews, those who disagree said: 

Disagree, because I think Wattpad improves my reading comprehension 
skills (R1) 
 
Strongly disagree, because by reading Wattpad a lot I am used to speeding 
reading and choosing which information is important and not important 
and I think that is one of my reading skills which has improved because of 
reading Wattpad (R2) 
 
Disagree, because as I said, Wattpad is quite helpful for me to improve my 
reading skills by increasing my vocabulary and comprehension as well (R3) 
Disagree, because based on my experience, my vocabulary increases 
because of reading Wattpa (R4)  
 
Disagree, because reading Wattpad has improved my reading skills (R5) 
 

From the results above, it can be concluded that reading Wattpad improves their 
reading skills. Some say that their comprehension skills have improved because of reading 
stories on Wattpad. Not a few of them also agree that reading stories on Wattpad have 
improved their vocabulary knowledge. 
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15%

10%

65%

5% 5%

Reading Wattpad is useful for my future

Strongly Agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

15%

80%

5%

I feel relaxed when I’m reading Wattpad

Strongly Agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 8. Question 8 
 

The chart above provides the results of respondents' responses to the statement that 
readers feel relaxed when reading Wattpad. This statement refers to the affective aspect of 
reading attitude. 16 people or 80% of respondents agree that reading Wattpad can make 
readers feel relaxed while reading. 3 people or 15% of the respondents strongly agree that 
Wattpad can make them feel relaxed. And 1 person or 5% of the respondents stated neutral 
in this statement. Those who agree said: 

Agree, because the stories on Wattpad are quite light, so I think it makes 
me relax in the midst of my busy life (R1) 
 
Agree, because I usually read Wattpad in my spare time in the middle of 
my busy life, and Wattpad is quite helpful in making me feel more relaxed 
(R2) 
 
Agree, because reading on Wattpad is quite light and I don't feel like I have 
to rush to finish reading it (R3) 
 
Agree, because I read Wattpad in my spare time and it's perfect for 
relaxing me (R5) 

 
From the results of the interview above, it can be concluded that Wattpad can indeed 

make its readers feel more relaxed. This can be because readers usually read Wattpad to fill 
their leisure time in the midst of their busy lives. Moreover, the stories on Wattpad are light 
enough that they are suitable for reading while relaxing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 9. Question 9 
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10%

70%

20%

Reading Wattpad does not give me fun

Strongly Agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

In the graph above, it can be seen the respondents' responses to the statement that 
reading Wattpad is useful for my future can be seen. This statement refers to the affective 
aspect of reading attitude. Turns out, 13 people, or 65% of respondents stated neutral to 
this statement. 3 people or 15% of the respondents stated strongly agree with this 
statement. 2 people or 10% of respondents agree with the statement that Wattpad is useful 
for the future. Then 1 person or 5% of respondents disagreed if Wattpad is useful for their 
future. Then 1 more person or the remaining 5% of respondents stated strongly disagree 
with this statement. Those who declared neutral said: 

Neutral, because it's actually not very useful for the future but still has 
benefits in my reading skills (R1) 
 
Neutral, because the content of the story from Wattpad is more for 
entertainment, but it is quite useful to increase my reading skills (R4) 
 
Neutral, because my purpose of reading Wattpad is just to fill my spare 
time (R5) 
 

It can be concluded from those who stated that they were neutral that the stories on 
Wattpad which were quite light were only able to provide entertainment benefits to them 
but still affected their reading skills. However, they stated that the benefits of Wattpad for 
them only ended there, not for the future. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Figure 10. Question 10 

 
This graph gives the results of respondents' responses to the statement that reading 

Wattpad does not give me fun. This statement refers to the affective aspect of reading 
attitude. As many as 14 people or 70% of the respondents disagreed with the statement that 
reading Wattpad does not give them fun. As many as 4 people or 20% of the respondents 
stated that they strongly disagreed with this statement. Then as many as 2 people or 10% of 
the respondents stated neutral to this statement. Those who disagree said that: 

Strongly disagree, because Wattpad has always been my escape and my 
break from busyness, so Wattpad really makes me happy(R2) 
 
Disagree, because if you find it interesting reading, Wattpad can make me 
feel excited and happy (R3) 
 
Strongly disagree, because like I said, I read a lot of the stories and find 
them entertaining and enjoyable (R4) 
 
Disagree, because I feel happy when I read Wattpad (R5) 

http://u.lipi.go.id/1498016796
https://jurnal.uisu.ac.id/index.php/languageliteracy


Students’ Attitude Toward The Use of Wattpad in Reading Comprehension, Rohani Ganie, Khairunnisa Audi 
Miranda, Muhammad Yusuf 
 

https://jurnal.uisu.ac.id/index.php/languageliteracy    491 
Nationally Accredited SINTA 3, and indexed in DOAJ and Copernicus 

 

15%

65%

20%

I was able to broaden my mindset because of 
reading Wattpad

Strongly Agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

From the respondents' statements above, it can be concluded that those who disagree 
think that Wattpad gives them fun. This is because there are many interesting stories on 
Wattpad which they find very entertaining and enjoyable. Of course, this makes the reader 
feel happy. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Figure 11. Question 11 

 
The graph above shows the results of respondents' responses to the statement that 

Wattpad can expand the mindset of its readers. This statement refers to the cognitive aspect 
of reading attitude. As many as 13 people or 65% of respondents agree that reading 
Wattpad can expand their mindset. Then as many as 3 people or 15% of the respondents 
stated strongly agree with this statement. Then there are 4 people or 20% of the 
respondents stated neutral to this statement. They said: 

Agree, because many Wattpad stories I read gave me a new perspective 
and it helped broaden my mindset (R1) 
 
Strongly Agree, because many stories or events written on Wattpad make 
me see from various sides so that it also affects my mindset (R2) 
 
Agree, because I think on Wattpad the stories are diverse and not about 
just one topic, and usually make me think positively and negatively (R3) 
 
Agree, because I feel that I know a lot of different mindsets than I used to 
because of reading Wattpad (R4) 
 
Agree, because Wattpad has different backgrounds and plots, so it makes 
me think about new things (R5) 
 

From the respondents' statements in the interview above, it can be concluded that they 
agree that Wattpad can help expand their mindset. This can be caused by the various 
genres, settings, and problems that exist in the stories on Wattpad. Of course, it can provide 
a new perspective for the reader thus broadening their mindset. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 12. Question 12 
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The graph above provides information on respondents' responses to the statement I get 
tired easily when reading Wattpad. This statement refers to the conative aspect of reading 
attitude. A total of 10 people or 50% of respondents stated neutral to this statement. A total 
of 6 people or 30% of the respondents stated that they disagree with this statement. Then 2 
people or 10% of respondents agree with this statement. And also there is 1 person or 5% of 
the respondents stated strongly disagree with this statement. And there is also 1 person or 
5% of the respondents stated strongly agree with this statement. Those who declared 
neutral said: 

Neutral, because reading Wattpad from a cellphone is enough to make my 
eyes tired but I'm not bothered by it (R1) 
 
Neutral, because sometimes what makes me stop reading is not because 
I'm tired, but because I have other activities to do, or have spent too much 
time there (R4) 
 

From the results of the interview above, those who stated that they were neutral said 
that in fact they did not feel tired from reading the story, but rather their eyes were tired 
from staring at the phone screen too much. Then, there is enough when they have read too 
much. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 13. Question 13 
 

The graph above shows the respondents' responses to the statement that the 
vocabulary used by the authors on Wattpad is often difficult to understand. This statement 
refers to the affective aspect of reading attitude. A total of 13 people or 65% of the 
respondents stated neutral to this statement. As many as 5 people or 25% of the 
respondents stated disagree if the vocabulary used by the authors is often difficult to 
understand. Then as many as 1 people or 5% of the respondents agreed with the statement. 
And there is 1 person or 5% of the respondents stated that they strongly disagree with the 
statement that the vocabulary used by the authors is often difficult to understand. Those 
who declared neutral said: 

Neutral, because not all of the vocabulary is difficult, but there are still 
some vocabularies that are difficult to understand (R1) 
 
Neutral, because I think it depends on the genre of the story being read. 
Like sci-fi which usually uses more difficult and scientific language and 
romance uses a more relaxed one (R2) 
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Neutral, because I think some words are difficult to understand and I feel 
sometimes it's a bit of a waste of time when I find new vocabulary and 
have to look for meaning then I try to understand the meaning of that one 
word by reading the whole sentence. (R4) 
 
Neutral, because I think it depends on the genre of the story I read (R5) 

 
From the results of interviews with respondents who stated that they were neutral 

above, it can be concluded that the difficulty of the vocabulary they find depends on the 
genre of the story they are reading. For example, stories in the romance genre usually use 
light vocabulary and sci-fi stories usually use heavier and more scientific vocabulary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 14. Question 14 
 

The graph above provides information about respondents' responses to the statement 
that reading Wattpad has given readers new knowledge. This knowledge can be as simple as 
the knowledge that is useful in everyday life or other knowledge. This statement refers to 
the cognitive aspect of reading attitude. A total of 12 people or 60% of the respondents 
agreed with the statement. And also 3 people or 15% of the respondents stated strongly 
agree that they gained new knowledge by reading Wattpad. Then as many as 5 people or 
25% of the respondents stated neutral with this statement. Those who agree say: 

Strongly agree, because many Wattpad stories, although light, still provide 
new knowledge about anything, for example as simple as personal life (R2) 
 
Agree, because many Wattpad stories describe the setting of a place that I 
have never come before, and sometimes they often show the 
characteristics of the place that is the setting, and this of course adds to my 
knowledge (R3) 
 
Strongly agree, because I found a lot of new knowledge such as about 
stereotypes, or the culture of the story's setting (R4) 
 
Agree, because I got a lot of knowledge from reading Wattpad stories (R5) 
 

From the interview answers of those who agree that they get new knowledge by 
reading Wattpad, it can be concluded that the many stories with various backgrounds on 
Wattpad add new knowledge to their readers. Readers feel that they have found new 
knowledge about culture and stereotypes from the background of the stories they read. 
There are also those who feel that finding new knowledge is as simple as daily life from the 
stories they read on Wattpad. 
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Figure 15. Question 15 
 

In the graph above, there are responses from respondents to the statement that 
Wattpad does not help increase their reading frequency. This statement refers to the 
conative aspect of reading attitude. As many as 16 people or 80% of the respondents stated 
that they disagree if Wattpad did not help increase their reading frequency. And 4 people or 
20% of the respondents stated neutral with this statement. Those who disagree said:  

Disagree, because in my opinion, since reading Wattpad, I have read more 
often because the reading is quite interesting (R1) 
 
Disagree, because by reading Wattpad I become very accustomed to 
reading, even when I am waiting for a story that I am waiting for update, I 
become thirsty and look for other readings such as in novels or other 
media (R2) 
 
Disagree, because I feel a little more diligent in reading, especially if I find 
interesting and exciting stories (R3) 
 
Disagree, because I find a lot of interesting stories on Wattpad, so it makes 
me read more often (R4) 
 
Disagree, because when reading Wattpad my reading frequency has greatly 
increased (R5) 
 

From the results of the interviews above, it can be concluded that respondents feel that 
reading Wattpad actually increases their level of reading frequency. This can be due to the 
many interesting stories they find on Wattpad and this makes them want to read more 
often. Some even stated that reading had become his habit so that if he couldn't find 
suitable reading on Wattpad, he looked for reading in other media. 

After presenting the data from the questionnaire, the researchers will present data 
related to determining the attitude of the respondents towards the use of Wattpad in 
reading. This assessment was carried out by the author on the respondents' responses in 
section 2 of the questionnaire. The statements given are 10, 5 of which are positive 
statements and 5 of them are negative statements. In positive question, each respondent 
chooses 'Strongly Agree' will be scored 5, 'Agree' is worth 4, 'Neutral' is worth 3, 'Disagree' is 
worth 2, and 'Strongly Disagree' is worth 1. In negative question, each respondent chooses 
'Strongly Disagree' will be scored 5, 'Disagree' is worth 4, 'Neutral' is worth 3, 'Agree' is 
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worth 2, and 'Strongly Agree' is worth 1. Below is a table of the results of calculating the 
value of the respondent's answers: 

Code 
Positive  
questions 

Negative 
Questions 

Result 

R1 17 17 Neutral 

R2 24 22 Positive 

R3 16 21 Negative 

R4 20 19 Positive 

R5 19 19 Neutral 

R6 18 19 Negative 

R7 19 19 Neutral 

R8 19 17 Positive 

R9 18 19 Negative 

R10 18 18 Neutral 

R11 20 18 Positive 

R12 17 15 Positive 

R13 18 18 Neutral 

R14 21 20 Positive 

R15 17 18 Negative 

R16 19 16 Positive 

R17 19 13 Positive 

R18 20 18 Positive 

R19 25 21 Positive 

R20 18 18 Neutral 

Table 1. Results of the attitude assessment chosen by the respondent 
 

From the manual calculation of the value carried out by the researchers, it is found that 
10 respondents were declared to be having positive attitudes, 6 respondents were having 
neutral attitudes and 4 respondents were having negative attitudes towards the use of 
Wattpad in reading. 
 

5. Conclusion 
This study aimed to seek what components of reading are affected by reading Wattpad 

and how the students' attitudes towards the use of Wattpad for reading. There were two 
major conclusions drawn from the findings and discussion from the previous chapter. First, 
based on the results of research on 20 respondents who are students of English literature at 
Universitas Sumatera Utara, among the 5 reading components according to the national 
reading panel, namely phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and 
comprehension, it was found that Vocabulary is the most affected reading component 
because of reading Wattpad. As many as 40% of respondents in this study chose Vocabulary, 
35% of respondents chose comprehension, 15% of respondents chose fluency and 10% of 
respondents chose phonemic awareness. Then second, after conducting research it is found 
that 10 respondents were declared to be having positive attitudes, 6 respondents were 
having neutral attitudes and 4 respondents were having negative attitudes towards the use 
of Wattpad in reading. 
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