Genre-Based Approach SFL Analysis on Three Prompts

Prompt 1:
Effective academic writing is a cornerstone of scientific communication, serving as the primary means through which researchers share their findings and contribute to the collective knowledge of their fields. However, the process of drafting a compelling and coherent scientific introduction remains a formidable challenge for many researchers, particularly those at the early stages of their careers. The introduction of a scientific article sets the stage for the research, providing necessary background, defining the scope, and highlighting the significance of the study. It must engage the reader, justify the research, and clearly outline the objectives and hypotheses. Given these multifaceted demands, the initial drafting phase often becomes a bottleneck in the writing process.
Recent pedagogical advancements have highlighted the potential of prompts as a tool to facilitate academic writing (Step 1). Prompts, which are targeted questions or statements designed to elicit specific types of responses, can guide writers in organizing their thoughts, ensuring that all critical components of an introduction are addressed (Step 2). By prompting writers to consider various aspects such as the context of the study, the existing gaps in the literature, and the specific aims of the research, this approach can help overcome writer’s block and improve the overall quality of the writing (Step 3).
This article explores the use of prompts in drafting scientific introductions, investigating their effectiveness in enhancing the clarity, coherence, and comprehensiveness of academic writing (Step 1). Through a combination of theoretical analysis and empirical research, we aim to provide insights into how prompts can be integrated into writing instruction and support (Step 2). We also seek to understand the perspectives of researchers who have utilized prompts in their writing process, examining the perceived benefits and potential limitations of this approach (Step 2). By illuminating the role of prompts in academic writing, we aspire to contribute to the development of more effective writing strategies that can aid researchers in articulating their work with precision and impact (Step 3).
1. Macro Level Analyisis (Prompt 1)
	[bookmark: _Hlk197003548]Genre Type
	Generic Structure

	




Expository Text/
To explain, describe, or inform, not necessarily to argue.
	Move 1: General Statement/ Thesis (paragraph 1)
	Step 1: Introduction to the topic and the issue.

	
	

Move 2: Explanation/ Argument
(paragraph 2)
	Step 1: Introducing the concept of prompts.

	
	
	Step 2: Describing the function of prompts.

	
	
	Step 3: Explaining the benefits of prompts.

	
	

Move 3: Conclusion
(paragraph 3)
	Step 1: Outlining the method of investigation.

	
	
	Step 2: stating research aims

	
	
	Step 3: Reasserting purpose and broader contribution.



2. Micro Level Analysis (Prompt 1)
	[bookmark: _Hlk197003560]Register
	Metafunction linked to Register

	Field: The field is scientific academic writing instruction
	

Ideational
	-Material processes (e.g.,  share, contribute, drafting, etc.) underline words
-Mental processes (e.g., consider, understand) yellow higlight
-Technical lexis (e.g., scientific introduction, prompts) bold words

	Tenor: The text has a formal, academic tone, written by a researcher or educator addressing an academic/research audience (students, instructors, fellow researchers).
	

Interpersonal
	-Declarative mood, 
-Modality (can, must)
-Appraisal (formidable challenge, critical), 
-Inclusive pronouns “we”

	Mode: This is a written, planned, academic article introduction meant for reading, not interaction.
	

Textual
	-Conjunctions (However, Through), 
-Repetition (writing, prompt),
-Thematic progression/ Theme-Rheme structure
-Nominalization





Prompt 2:
In the realm of academic writing, the introduction serves as the cornerstone of any scientific article. It sets the stage for the research, presents the central argument, and engages readers, guiding them into the complexities of the study. However, crafting an effective introduction can be a daunting task, especially for novice writers and those for whom English is not a first language. In recent years, there has been growing interest in the use of prompts as a pedagogical tool to assist in the drafting of scientific introductions. Prompts, when thoughtfully designed, can provide writers with structured guidance, helping them to articulate their research objectives, contextualize their study within existing literature, and present their findings in a coherent manner.
This article, titled “Composing Academic Writing: The Use of Prompts in Drafting Scientific Introductions,” aims to explore the efficacy of prompts in facilitating the writing process for students and researchers (Step 1). By examining various types of prompts and their impact on the quality and clarity of introductions, this study seeks to offer insights into how prompts can be integrated into writing instruction and support (Step 2). Through a comprehensive review of existing literature and analysis of empirical data (Step 3), we will highlight best practices and potential challenges in implementing prompt-based approaches in academic writing.
The significance of this research lies in its potential to enhance academic writing pedagogy, providing educators with effective tools to support students in developing their writing skills. As academic writing remains a critical skill across disciplines, improving the way introductions are taught and written can contribute to the overall quality of scientific communication. This study not only addresses a gap in the current literature but also offers practical implications for educators, students, and researchers striving for excellence in academic writing.

1. Macro Level Analyisis (Prompt 2)
	[bookmark: _Hlk197003571]Genre Type
	Generic Structure

	


Exposition Text/
To present arguments and persuade readers.

	Move 1: General Statement/ Thesis (paragraph 1)
	Step 1: Introduction the topic, problem,  and suggested prompts as a solution

	
	Move 2: Explanation/ Argument
(paragraph 2)
	Step 1: Research aim

	
	
	Step 2: Method of Investigation

	
	
	Step 3: Types of data

	
	Move 3: Conclusion
(paragraph 3)
	Step 1: Highlighting significance and practical implications



2. Micro Level Analysis (Prompt 2)
	Register
	Metafunction linked to Register

	Field: The field is scientific academic writing instruction
	

Ideational
	-Material processes (e.g.,  drafting, helping, guiding,etc.) underline words
-Mental processes (e.g., engages readers, seek to offer insights) yellow higlight
-Technical lexis (e.g., students introduction, prompts) bold words

	Tenor: The text has a formal, academic tone, written by a researcher or educator addressing an academic/research audience (students, instructors, fellow academics).
	

Interpersonal
	-Declarative mood, 
-Modality (can,)
-Appraisal (effective, structured guidance, enhance), 


	Mode: This is a Written, formal, academic, expository.
	

Textual
	-Conjunctions (However, in recent years, through a review), 
-Repetition (academic writing, prompt, study),
-Thematic progression/ Theme-Rheme structure
-Nominalization





Prompt 3:
Academic writing, particularly in the realm of scientific research, presents a unique set of challenges that require clear and effective communication of complex ideas. One critical component of this process is the introduction, which sets the stage for the entire paper. The introduction not only introduces the topic but also outlines the research problem, objectives, and the significance of the study (Step 1). In this context, the use of prompts has emerged as a potentially powerful tool to aid researchers in crafting comprehensive and engaging introductions. This study explores the effectiveness of prompts in assisting the drafting of scientific introductions, a topic of increasing relevance in the field of academic writing (Step 2).
Despite the abundance of resources available on academic writing, many researchers, especially those at the beginning of their careers, struggle with composing effective introductions (Step 1). Traditional methods often fall short in providing the necessary support to structure and articulate the essential components of the introduction (Step 2). Prompts, which can guide writers through the key elements and logical flow, offer a structured approach that can alleviate some of these challenges (Step 2). However, empirical evidence on their efficacy remains sparse, highlighting a significant gap in the existing literature. (Step 2).
The novelty of this research lies in its focus on the specific application of prompts in the drafting process of scientific introductions. While prompts have been utilized in various educational contexts to enhance writing skills, their targeted use in scientific writing has not been thoroughly examined (Step 2). This study seeks to fill this gap by providing a systematic analysis of how prompts can facilitate the creation of well-organized, clear, and impactful introductions. By doing so, it aims to contribute to the development of effective writing strategies that can be adopted by researchers across disciplines. (Step 3)
To address this research gap, the study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative and qualitative data to assess the impact of prompts on the quality of scientific introductions. The quantitative component involves a comparative analysis of introductions written with and without prompts, evaluating factors such as coherence, clarity, and completeness. The qualitative aspect includes interviews with researchers to gather insights into their experiences and perceptions of using prompts. This comprehensive methodology ensures a robust examination of the potential benefits and limitations of prompts in academic writing. (Step 1)
In conclusion, this research is significant for its potential to enhance the quality of scientific writing by providing practical tools for researchers. By investigating the use of prompts, it not only addresses a critical gap in the literature but also offers actionable insights for improving the drafting process of scientific introductions. The findings of this study could lead to more effective writing practices, ultimately contributing to the advancement of knowledge dissemination in the scientific community. (Step 1)




1. Macro Level Analyisis (Prompt 3)
	Genre Type
	Generic Structure

	




Exposition Text/
To present arguments and persuade readers.

	Move 1: General Statement/ Orientation (paragraph 1)
	Step 1: Introduction to the topic and the issue.

	
	
	Step 2: Outlining purpose

	
	Move 2: Indicating GAP and Novelty
(paragraph 2,3)
	Step 1: Explanation of the background problem

	
	
	Step 2: Identifying gap 

	
	
	Step 3: research aim

	
	Move 3: Methodology
(paragraph 4)
	Step 1: Method of investigation


	
	Move 4: Conclusion
	Step 1: Highlights the research’s importance for scientific writing



2. Micro Level Analysis (Prompt 3)
	Register
	Metafunction linked to Register

	Field: This text discusses the use of prompts in helping researchers write better scientific introductions.
	

Ideational
	-Material processes (e.g.,  explores, employs, etc.) underline words
-Mental processes (e.g., struggle, seek, etc.) yellow higlight
-Technical lexis (e.g., students introduction, prompts) bold words
-circumstances: (in the realm of scientific researh, at the beginning, etc.)

	Tenor: The text has a formal, academic tone, written by a researcher or educator addressing an academic/research audience (students, instructors, fellow academics).
	

Interpersonal
	-Declarative mood, 
-Modality (can, seeks to, could)
-Appraisal (effective, significant, critical, etc.), 


	Mode: This is a Written, formal, academic, expository.
	

Textual
	-Conjunctions (However, despite, by doing so, in conclusion), 
-Repetition (academic writing, prompt, study),
-Thematic progression/ Theme-Rheme structure
-Nominalization





Comparison Table of 3 Prompts (Genre-based SFL Analysis)

	Aspect
	Prompt 1
	Prompt 2
	Prompt 3

	Social Purpose
	To introduce the concept of prompts in academic writing and advocate their usefulness
	To explore the pedagogical use of prompts and its benefit in academic writing education
	To fill a research gap by analyzing the effectiveness of prompts in scientific introductions

	Generic Structure
	- Establishing territory
- Indicating niche
- Presenting solution
- Stating research aims
	- Introducing problem
- Presenting the article purpose
- Stating research significance
	- Introducing problem
- Indicating gap
- Stating research novelty
- Describing method
- Concluding aims

	Focus
	General benefits of prompts in helping early-career researchers
	Impact of prompts on students/researchers in an educational setting
	Empirical investigation into prompt use for improving writing quality

	Audience/ Participant
	Academic audience (general researchers, especially beginners)
	Academics and educators focused on teaching writing
	Academics, researchers, and curriculum designers interested in empirical support for pedagogy

	Research Gap
	Brief mention of “pedagogical advancements”
	The use of prompts for writing scientific introductions is not well studied yet
	The effect of prompts on writing scientific introductions has not been fully studied.

	Methodological
	Theoretical analysis and empirical research
	General reference to review and empirical data
	Specific methodology: mixed-methods, comparative analysis, interviews



Summary of Differences: 
· Prompt 1 This is an introduction or background, giving readers a general idea about the topic.
· Prompt 2 is educational and focused on pedagogical application — suitable for teaching-oriented research.
· Prompt 3 is the most research-driven because the text emphasizing a clear gap, novelty, and methodology, appropriate for scholarly journal articles.

