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INTRODUCTION 

The suspension of operations at USAID, an agency of significant importance in international 
development and humanitarian aid, has garnered attention from various social media users, thus 
influencing public discussions and policy controversies. The theory of media framing claims that news 
agencies dictate how issues are understood and what actions are taken regarding them (Entman, 
1993). In their research, Kim and Hovy (2003) provide evidence that media coverage is organized 
according to framing strategies, different frames affect how the public is perceived. The application 
of ANTMN across case studies such as U.S. Senate elections, international news coverage, and even 
contagious epidemics shows how these themes are captured and contextualized within the theory’s 
framework, underscoring the method's efficiency in capturing thematic structures and relational 
framing compared to content analysis. However, there has been scant attention to the employment 
of word cloud to examine overwhelming mediatic discourses and provide a fresh perspective in 
identifying the prevailing narratives and emotions. This approach fills that void through a 
computation method that constructs and examines narratives of media coverage on the USAID 
shutdown, showing what public opinion and policy attention is issued. With the use of automated 
linguistics processing, this analysis demonstrates a new perspective in the field of media studies by 
using visuals to explain intricate socio-political phenomena. 

The principal research problem tackled in this study is: In what ways do media stories influence 
public understanding of the USAID shutdown, and what are the predominant themes that appear in 
word cloud analysis? 

 

ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY 

The closure of USAID prompted various reactions by the media, which in turn 
affected public opinion and ongoing policies. This research investigates how 
media narratives cover the shutdown of USAID using word cloud visualization 
to capture themes and sentiments. The research attempts to find: What are 
the dominant media narratives regarding the shutdown? Using tokenization, 
stopword elimination, and frequency analysis before generating a word 
cloud to illustrate prominent words. The data shows that US media focuses 
on government spending, foreign aid, employment, and diplomatic activity, 
which all influence the public perception of the shutdown. The study argues 
that computational text analysis aids in the understanding of media 
discourse and sentiments on policies, which help policymakers and scholars 
concerned with public opinion and policy discourse on international aid and 
development issues. This study advances the field of media by expanding the 
scope of the study of visual politics and political communication. The analysis 
reveals that the conversation revolves around government activities, 
consequences of foreign aid, workforce considerations, and spatial politics, 
with “funding,” “security,” and “diplomatic” standing out the most. The 
analysis of the media coverage shows that the shutdown is framed as a 
political as well as an economic crisis, constructing a narrative that is later 
used in public discourse and policy discussions. This project adds to the body 
of work on media by employing visual analysis in the study of political 
communication and analyzing media framing from a computational 
perspective. 
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The role of news framing in shaping societal responses and policy development has been at the 
core of media and public discourse analysis for decades. Framing is one of the concepts based on the 
elaboration of media coverage in issue attention cycles provided by Entman. Framing refers to the 
selection of certain aspects of reality and media telling people what to think about those aspects. The 
agenda-setting hypothesis was augmented by McCombs and Shaw when they noticed that the media 
emphasis on certain issues could shift the order of public interests (McCombs & Shaw, 1972). There is 
also a growing body of literature in computational linguistics which has focused on bias and sentiment 
analysis in the coverage of news articles (Pang & Lee, 2008). Recently, the progress of Natural 
Language Processing (NLP) has allowed researchers to analyze media data in bulk using text mining. 
Some scholars who study media discourse for a long time started to apply more sophisticated 
approaches like topic modeling and network analysis to look at the changes in media coverage over 
time (Blei, 2012; Lazer et al., 2018). Visual techniques which include, among others, the word cloud 
analysis, have become popular because they provide simple means for analysis of large amounts of 
textual information (Heimerl et al., 2014). The results also demonstrate how these media outlets are 
consistent with the use of specific phrases that influence public narratives on policies, showing 
variations based on political orientation, area of focus, and type of media used (Kim et al, 2003). 

This study provides new methodological insights into media studies and political 
communication using computational methods to examine the social media commentary elicited by 
the closing of USAID. 

The effects of the closures of International Non-Governmental Organizations (INGOs) have 
been one of the most pressing issues for international relations development and usually concerns 
political, financial, and administrative aspects. Their funding base comes with severe limitations in 
the form of imposed government assistance, financial aid difficulties, and geopolitical strife (Edwards, 
2014). Essentially, more and more legally restrictive governments have used legal and administrative 
measures to limit the scope of operations of INGOs by claiming national sovereignty and violation 
(Dupuy et al., 2016). It has now been established that the closure of International Non-Governmental 
Organizations (INGOs) results to humanitarian assistance bottlenecks in conflict zones, fragile states, 
and worsening local crises (Pallas & Sidel, 2020). Due to reliance on foreign international sponsorship 
funding, these organizations are at risk of immediate cessation of activities due to political changes 
that are budgetary cuts or policy shifts (Cooley & Ron, 2002). In addition, international non-
governmental organizations are faced with increasing digital information surveillance and 
cybersecurity control which is more authoritarian and oppressive with more power threatening their 
operational and data privacy freedoms (Rubenstein, 2017). With all these threats, there are negative 
impacts that international non-governmental organizations are able to manage through local partners 
and delegation of decision-making powers. Analyzing these shutdowns from political and economic 
lenses clarifies their greater impact on international development, human rights, and global 
governance. 

This study focuses on how media narratives construct public understanding of the USAID 
shutdown and aims to identify predominant themes and sentiments using word cloud visualization. 
For this purpose, the study intends to address the following question: What is the role of word cloud 
visualization in depicting the public response and the policy debate regarding the shutdown? The 
primary aim of this study is to fill the existing gap in media discourse analysis by applying 
computational methods, particularly natural language processing and visual analytics, in the 
examination of massive media narratives. This study fills a gap in media studies, political 
communication, and computational social science by providing a practical example on the use of video 
footage, image, or text as data to analyze how the media shaping public opinion in relation to the 
significant changes to policies. 
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To resolve the research issue effectively, this article is divided into several sections. The 
Introduction examines existing media framing, sentiment analysis, and word cloud visualization 
theories and studies regarding political communication. The Methodology describes the techniques 
used to collect information, the computation processes, as well as the analysis and visualization of the 
media narratives regarding the USAID shutdown. The Result and Discussion provides the major 
themes and sentiments that emerged from the word cloud analysis while discussing differences 
among the media and their consequences for public opinion and policy discussion. The Conclusions 
outline the study’s findings and contributions, explain gaps in the research, and recommend topics 
for further work, especially on broadening the use of computational techniques in the analysis of 
media discourse involving international political events to the rest of the world. The article aims to 
defend the claim that the USAID media portrayal represents a drastic lack of understanding of 
international relations and diplomacy. Because of this, the article attempts to analyze the discourse 
surrounding the cutoff in aid reporting through the lens of social constructivism. However, in doing 
so, the article proposes a new methodological approach to the study of media influence on political 
communication. It serves to examine the role of the mass media in the construction of the public 
image of a country and its policies towards foreign policy aims. 

Numerous theoretical and computational analyses have been conducted on the relationship 
between media discourse, and public perception. Media framing is one of the concepts used to explain 
the way the media constructs public narratives. Entman (1993) contends that audiences interpret news 
in specified ways because framing affects specific aspects of an issue. McCombs and Shaw (1972) 
proposed agenda-setting theory and illustrated it with evidence that media influences what the public 
considers to be important by covering such issues. To Scheufele and Tewksbury (2007), these theories 
explicate the analysis of media depiction of political activities and policy issues. 

In the past few years, the development of NLP techniques and other computer orientation 
techniques made it possible to analyze media on a much wider scale. Sentiment analysis has been 
applied to examine the degree of bias, emotional inclination, or polarization of the tone of news stories 
(Pang & Lee, 2008). Blei (2012) proposed new methods of topic modeling, such as LDA, marking a 
shift in the field on the study of thematic structures in large text collections. Lazer et al. (2018) argue 
that the contribution that computer science brings to social science has greater importance in 
spotting cases of misleading information and framing bias in the media. 

In addition, word clouds are used for visualizing results and have become a powerful technique 
for dealing with text data. According to Heimerl et al. (2014), word clouds are particularly beneficial 
in analyzing unstructured text and are therefore helpful in media studies. Nonetheless, previous 
research has mostly concentrated on the sentiment analysis and the topic modeling of a discourse 
rather than the use of visualization tools for examining policy affairs. 

Newer research reveals that Orange’s Word Cloud visualization tool has been integrated in 
numerous studies. For example, Patil (2024) applied this feature for his analysis of the dataset on 
‘Generative Artificial Intelligence in Advertising’ fetched from Wikipedia. The word cloud view helped 
comprehensively identify the insights and key words pertaining to the discussion on AI and 
Advertising. Likewise, Fitri, Muhammad, Riki, and Sampath (2023) employed Orange’s Word Cloud 
feature in a study that scrutinized students’ attitudes toward and contra attitudes to online and face-
to-face learning in information technologies education courses. This improvement clearly illustrated 
the prevalent themes and sentiments within the students’ feedback, thus allowing deeper 
understanding of the data. These examples emphasize the types of text data Orange's Word Cloud 
feature can analyze and the useful information that can be extracted. 
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Despite the existing literature on media responses to political policies, there is little work done 
using computer-generated ways of visually integrating and analyzing media coverage of significant 
geopolitical occurrences. This work fills this gap by analyzing media discourse on the USAID 
shutdown employing word cloud analysis and, thus, provides fresh methodology to political 
communication and media studies. 

Media framing focuses on specific aspects of an issue while omitting others, thus shaping 
public perception (Entman, 1993). Sentiment analysis classifies media content based on emotional 
ascribed tone (Pang & Lee, 2008), while more recent topical modeling techniques such as Latent 
Dirichlet Allocation (Blei, 2012) expose hidden themes in a body of work. These approaches, however, 
attempt to capture prominence and framing methods in a discourse that sentiment analysis inherently 
reduces to a simplistic bipolar spectrum or topic modeling abstracts content at a level that does not 
make key terms vital to the discussion explicit (Lazer et al., 2018; Ali & Hassan, 2022). Heimerl et al. 
(2014) contend that word cloud visualizations aid in demonstrating the intuitive representation of the 
dominating narrative of a specific issue. In contrast to other techniques, word clouds can serve to 
identify the most used and discussed terms in media coverage, elucidating the prominence of these 
words (Ali & Hassan, 2022).  

This study seeks to address this gap using techniques from natural language processing (NLP) 
to investigate the media discourse on the USAID shutdown to analyze the narrative constructed by 
different media outlets and the resulting implications of such policies and seeks to show how effective 
the word cloud visualization method helps reveal framing strategies, aiding policymakers and scholars 
understand the relevance of some terms in guiding public perception and understanding. 

METHODOLOGY 

This study using Orange’s Word Cloud and has a data processing pipeline that includes several 
important steps that transform text into actionable information with the help of word cloud 
visualization. The process starts with data collection through primary and secondary sources. Primary 
sources include news articles, opinion pieces, and media reports related to the USAID shutdown, 
while secondary sources include media coverage that is archived online, as well as those collected 
through web scraping or API's from social media, news aggregators, and other online platforms. These 
text data sets are then subjected to tedious, and painstaking cleansing of the data to remove errors 
and ambiguities from the data. 

Upon collection, the raw text data goes through preprocessing, whereby the text undergoes 
some refinement steps. The first step is tokenization, which is the separation of the text into specific 
phrases or words. This is particularly useful in disintegrating complex sentences with multiple clauses 
and phrases and is helpful in structuring the dataset for further analysis. After tokenization, frequently 
occurring words that do not offer value to the core discussion of the text, such as “the,” and “is,” are 
omitted (stopword removal). The next step is lemmatization and stemming, whereby words are 
diluted to their base form to make sure there is uniformity in word representation (e.g., "running" 
turns to "run," “governmental” turns to “government”). Stemming occurs through rule-based 
truncation, while lemmatization uses a dictionary to transform words. The latter, however, provides 
greater linguistic preservation. 

This stage of the process updates and modifies elements of the data to make the analysis easier 
to interpret and work with. When removing unwanted parts of words such as punctuation, special 
characters, or numbers, this process is known as filtering. Another part of this stage is identifying and 
counting the most frequently used words in the data set, also known as frequency analysis. Some 
techniques that can be used to alter and analyze data is TF-IDF (term frequency-inverse document 
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frequency). This technique is used to analyze the importance of specific words in a document among 
other documents and minimizes the impact of words that are frequently used. Another technique that 
can be performed in this stage is analyzing the emotions associated with a specific word and 
categorizing it in a positive, negative, or neutral scope known as sentiment analysis. 

The generation of the word cloud, which is the final step in the process, encapsulates the most 
common words and their occurrences visually. In the image, larger words form is more frequent, 
easing the interpretation of media discourse. This enables the viewer to grasp the central topics within 
a theme in a straightforward and quick manner, without needing advanced statistical knowledge. This 
NLP paradigm shift, along with computing visualization, changes the scope of analysis from 
traditional qualitative media studies to provide a new methodological approach to the study of 
political communication. The systematic approach guarantees that the research answers its main 
question: In what ways do media constructs affect public opinion towards the cessation of activities 
by USAID, and which themes emerge in the media narratives as indicated by a word cloud generated 
visualization? This framework is not only giving practical answers but also adds to the academic 
discourse on the impact of media and framing policy issues. 

 

Figure 1. Text Processing Flowchart for Word Cloud Generation 

The limitations of using a word cloud have to do with providing no context or relations 
between the words and controlled statistical modeling, while still providing an intuitive visual 
representation of patterns in media coverage. The method is appropriate here because, unlike other 
methods such as sentiment analysis and topic modeling, it does not attempt to box its interpretation 
into preconceived categories. Topic modeling, including LDA, requires cumbersome parameter 
tuning, heavily relies on probability assumptions, and often overshadows the specific terms used to 
describe framing. Sentiment analysis reduces text into uninformative positive, negative, or neutral 
labels. This research combines word clouds with frequency analysis and TF-IDF weighting to 
strengthen negation of context within the image produced by the word cloud so that key definitions 
are both elevated and quantitatively supported. Beyond advanced text analysis, this study aims to 
understand the media narrative around the U.S. aid shutdown as conveyed through the integration 
of data visualization and computation, grounding its findings in clear evidence. 
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

In the distance matrix provided, all articles have their pairwise textual similarities analyzed, where 
smaller values represent greater similarity and larger values denote a greater difference. The diagonal 
values which are not filled out or faintly colored correspond to self-distances and these are always 
zero. The color gradient from dark to light signals the degree of similarity between articles, where 
lower distance means greater similarity, thus darker green indicates more similarity while a lighter 
green or white is greater textual differences. Articles like Article 17 and Article 16 (distance ~71.35) are 
notably similar, while Articles 10 and 5 (distance ~40.97) are more different. The distances calculated 
using methods based on Euclidean distances, which differentiate based on lexical or semantic 
relationships of the text vectors. This matrix is especially relevant when wanting to cluster similar 
articles and identifying redundant content to recommend related readings in automated text analysis 
systems. In combination with the discourse patterns in media, it will assist in topic modeling, text 
summarization, and content-based recommendation engines. This distance matrix serves a special 
purpose of clustering articles with high similarity, which aids in the automatic detection of duplicated 
documents and the generation of recommender systems for different articles. Combined with pattern 
recognition of the discourse in the media, this approach aids in the topic modeling, text 
summarization and content-based recommendation system. 

 

Figure 2. Distance Matrix Result 

 

Figure 3. Multi-Dimensional Scaling (MDS) Result 
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The MDS visualization condenses and categorizes hyper-dimensional data into a two-
dimensional space to illustrate the relationships and distances between articles based on their textual 
features. In this layout, articles that are ‘close’ are more similar in their semantic components, which 
include word usage, themes, and content, while those that are distant possess greater differences. 

In the observation above, there are prominent clusters of articles (e.g., articles 10, 12, 13, 14, 19, 
and 20) that seem to be interrelated suggesting that they have overlapping discussions with similar 
terms. In contrast, articles such as Article 4, Article 11, Article 17, and Article 18 are distanced from the 
core cluster which indicates they are most likely covering unique angles or topics possessing no 
correlation. 

Some articles are joined by the edges (lines) which depict certain strong relationships that 
appear to be connector articles in a network that most certainly lie above a similarity threshold where 
these articles purportedly have the greatest shared vocabulary or conceptual framework. Visually, the 
MDS technique organizes the interrelated documents and sheds light on the relationships captured 
within the discourse. This technique is essential in the analysis of media, modeling topics, and 
classification of content for it enables the discovery of relationships within the text data. 

 

Figure 4. Word Cloud Result 

The word cloud visualization captures the main themes of the discussions regarding the 
shutdown of USA Aid by observing which words appear most frequently in the media. “USAID,” 
“Trump,” “agency,” “government,” “aid,” and “administration” all seem to imply the conversations 
revolve around the operations of USAID and the policy undertakings of Trump’s administration, and 
their impacts on foreign aid and development activities. Notably, “musk” and “employees” seem to 
hint toward outside actors and personnel concerns related to the outside Musk and the Shuttered 
venues. 

“Development,” “foreign,” “international,” “humanitarian,” and “funding” aid attention suggest 
the impacts the shutdown of USAID has on the global aid activities. This suggests that media focus 
was reported on the impacts of the shutdown of USAID on international relations and foreign aid 
economic development relations. Furthermore, “programs” is notable because it refers to 
conversations of programs that are in fact implementation phase but face funding or operational 
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blockages. These words, “security,” “budget,” “spending” are illustrative of the affording and the 
politics that crafted the story of the shutdown. 

Even political leaders and organizations were covered in the press, as evidenced by the terms 
'president,' 'congress,' 'rubio,' and 'officials.' These phrases also suggest political decision making and 
legislative action. Furthermore, “Russia,” “China,” and “Washington” suggest that other countries and 
U.S. foreign policy issues were reported on as well. Furthermore, “workers,” “employees,” and “staffers” 
indicate concern about the USAID personnel, implying the humanitarian impact of the shutdown 
derives from unemployment and loss of ability to work for countless individuals. 

The word cloud illustrates key policy responses and actions with “freeze,” “shutdown,” 
“efficiency,” “assistance,” “impact” depicting the actions performed by the administration and other 
resultant effects that followed. The words “lawsuit,” “judge,” and “rights” are suggestive of intent to 
counter or support the shutdown through legal or civil advocacy action, which demonstrates some 
level of activism or oversight by civil society or concerned institutions. As a result, the cloud of words 
summarizes the narratives encircling the shutdown of USAID while depicting relevant dimensions 
associated with policy choices, foreign aid, unemployment problems, and other politics. The analysis 
of the word cloud discloses the issues that were covered in the media analysis as pertaining to the 
USAID shut down, which confirms the existing literature on media framing and the communication 
of public policy. The clusters of words “government” and “aid” which contain the macros “USAID,” 
“Trump,” “agency” validate the argument that the shutdown was predominantly viewed as a political 
issue as well as an administrative concern. This corresponds with Entman (1993) and his capturing 
theory of “framing” which posits that media narratives focus on certain aspects of an issue that is more 
appealing to the intended audience. As Walter and Ophir (2019) have shown in their studies, the 
framing of media coverage greatly impacts public reactions, perceptions, and behaviors. Media 
framing impacts how people interpret, prioritize, and emotionally respond to events, by determining 
how the issue will be reported. The collection of words which includes funding, programs, offerings, 
and employees suggest that the media equally covered the shutdown as one relating to the 
humanitarian crisis posed by the need to safeguard humanitarian operations. 

Beyond the administrative account, the cloud indicates a pronounced concern with 
international relations and foreign policy due to the occurrence of words such as “foreign,” 
“international,” “development,” and “countries.” This supports Cooley and Ron (2002) claims that aid 
institutions operate in a highly militarized context because there are geopolitical consequences to the 
inflow and outflow of funds. The mention of “China,” “Russia,” and Washington suggests that media 
attention linked the suspension of USAID funding to international power relations and competition. 
Dupuy et al. (2016) shown that the cuts in foreign aid are frequently preceded or accompanied by 
abusive international relations and are more likely to be an opportunity for other major powers to 
consolidate their hegemony in those areas. The media's concentration on these issues is captured by 
the combination of these words. 

Another relevant subset is the impact of operational and organizational components of 
personnel affairs as captured in “workers,” “employees,” “staffers,” “lawsuit,” and “judge.” This is 
consistent with Pallas and Sidel’s (2020) study that noted government control spending that is 
targeted towards humanitarian aid organizations often tends to lead to wage disputes, staff 
disorientation, and legal actions against the government. The phrases “shutdown,” “freeze,” and 
“funding” further suggest that the capability of USAID to carry out its functions became a matter of 
journalistic scrutiny, which corroborates other research that investigated the effect of budgetary cuts 
on humanitarian assistance and employee retention (Rubenstein, 2017). Those legal facets identified 
by “lawsuit” and “judge” imply that there are allegations of legal controversies that would oppose the 
restructuring of the agency which suggests that policy choices invite court action (Edwards, 2014). 
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As a final point, the discourse around the consequences of the shutdown for the country and 
global community is encapsulated in the words ‘security’, ‘assistance’, ‘impact’, and ‘congress’. The 
study by Lazer et al. (2018) showed that foreign policy decisions on assistance to aid agencies are 
typically preceded with discussions on national security, economic development, and foreign 
relations. The merging of terminology pertaining to economy, governance, and humanitarianism 
suggests that the portrayal of the shutdown was disastrous not just for USAID staff but for global 
development. This study, using computational methods for the analysis of media discourse, extends 
the existing body of literature by arguing that word cloud images function as devices for the synthesis 
of large amounts of text information in the context of these-called policy conflicts in the press. 

An analysis of media portrayals regarding the USAID discontinuation within the larger 
framework of U.S. foreign policy indicates that the narrative is constructed around national 
considerations, political views, and global stories. Herman and Chomsky (2002) argue that American 
media typically construes foreign aid within the context of national security and economic efficiency, 
as supportive or critical of aiding expenditures. Such framing has the effect of supporting the foreign 
aid perception, as it legitimizes the expenditure mage and equally promotes skepticism about the aid’s 
efficacy. On the other hand, international media, especially in the recipient countries, is likely to 
frame the shutdown either as a betrayal of global commitments or as a change in the center of 
influences (Bennett & Segerberg, 2013). European media may accentuate the aggravation of 
humanitarian issues while Chinese and Russian media may use the occasion to challenge U.S. 
leadership on global issues (Zhang, 2020). Such differences in framing reinforce prevailing political 
narratives and influence the way societies construct understandings of U.S. foreign aid policies. With 
these various viewpoints, the discourse analysis could demonstrate more conclusively how media 
shapes the discourse around aid policies and how different narratives frame reality. 

CONCLUSION 

The results of the research carry out the importance of media discourse in relation to the public 
understanding of the USAID halt alongside government policy, international aid, human resource 
issues, and legal matters. This study has contributed a new methodological approach for extracting 
salient features in the news narratives of the ‘word cloud’ phenomenon using narratives through the 
lenses of journalism which display the coexisting political, economic, and diplomatic motives that 
underpin the formulation of policies. The prominence of terms related to government actions, 
international relations, and workforce impacts confirm that the shutdown was not simply an 
administrative action, but in fact a complex occurrence that had severe repercussions on international 
development. 

This research helps the study of political communication and media framing by illustrating 
how word cloud visualization can unlock dominant narratives in media coverage through the lens of 
computational text analysis. This study also analyzed the impact of the media on public perception 
and policy using NLP techniques, showing the breadth of media framing as a significant factor in 
policy discourse. The results highlight the importance of policymakers exercising strategic 
communication and openness since media narratives fundamentally affect public trust, political 
legitimacy, and governance. Further investigation should include analysis of feelings expressed, 
comparisons between different countries, and study of social media dialogues to enhance 
understanding of the media’s impact on political decision-making in a digitally driven context. 

As for non-academic implications, this research is relevant to the foreign policy practitioners, 
media specialists, and staff of international organizations. By framing public opinion and policy 
debates, media attention shapes the anticipated public response towards governmental actions, which 
gives more room to logical concern addressing the aid’s transparency, efficacy, and calls for 
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communication in case turbulence of political or economic nature arises. The occurrence of legal and 
diplomatic word clouds implies that public controversies about foreign aid policies quite often result 
in judicial and legislative actions, suggesting the necessity of prompt policy dialogue and institutional 
accountability. 

In terms of methods, it has been suggested that computational text analysis is applicable in 
media and policy research, giving word cloud visualizations as an example of how large-scale 
discourse data can be summarized. Further work could investigate more sophisticated linguistic 
models of media bias like sentiment analysis, topic modeling, or network analysis and consider the 
intricacies of political discourse and public opinion formation. Including social media discourse or 
adopting phronetic cross-national comparisons could further shed light on the differences in 
responses to changes in the foreign aid policy within higher order systems. 

In the end, this study insists again that media do not only narrate reality, but they stage it in a 
way that deeply affects public opinion and policy making. As governments and global institutions 
operate in an environment with increasingly polarized politics, the need to understand the role of 
media in constructing policy legitimacy, public confidence, and international relations becomes 
critical. For effective global development communication in the future, more stringent and objective 
standards that foster civic participation and responsible decision-making in policy processes will have 
to be applied. 
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